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HLGAAGILDA (SKIDEGATE) LAND CODE 

Preamble 

Whereas we, the Members of the Skidegate Band, are descendants of our Kuuniisii (ancestors) 
who lived in their respective clan village sites across �aayda Gwaay (Haida Gwaii); 

Whereas many of our clan village sites including HIGaagilda Llnagaay (Skidegate Village), were 
designated as reserve lands under the Indian Act; 

Whereas the Skidegate Band is recognized as a "band" under the Indian Act and as a Village 
Council in the Constitution of the Haida Nation, and carries the responsibility of protecting the 
well-being of our Members and governing all of our reserve lands in accordance with the rights 
and responsibilities inherited from our Kuuniisii (ancestors) to occupy and steward our lands and 
resources; 

Whereas by signing the Framework Agreement on First Nation Land Management on October 
21, 2021, the Skidegate Band Council affirmed our responsibility to reclaim control over our 
reserve lands and resources, for the use and benefit of our Members in accordance with Haida 
ways of being; 

Whereas our responsibilities to care for the lands, waters and resources on Skidegate reserve 
lands must be carried out in a way that reflects Haida ways of being, laws and values, including 
Yahguudang (Haida way of respect, which is the foundation of all Haida law), 'Laa guu ga 
,!sanhllns (responsibility), Giid tlljuus (balance), Gina 'waadlu�an (everything depends on 
everything else or interconnectedness), and lsda ad dii gii isda (reciprocity); 

Whereas we are committed to building a sustainable local economy by creating fair and 
transparent processes for managing our reserve lands and resources, to ensure that all of our 
Members benefit equitably; 

Whereas we are dedicated to creating land laws that promote safety and security for all of our 
Members; 

Whereas the ChiiAuujin / Chaaw �aawgaa "Big Tide (Low Water)" Haida Title Lands Agreement 
signed between the Haida Nation and Canada on December 4, 2024, did not alter or derogate 
from the continuation of Skidegate reserve lands under the Indian Act; 

Whereas the Skidegate Band Council and our Members no longer desire for Canada to 
manage our reserve lands and resources under the Indian Act but instead choose to manage 
our reserve lands and resources under this Land Code; 

NOW THEREFORE, this HIGaagilda (Skidegate) Land Code I Tl/gaay ad Tang.gwan 
l5yang.gaay 'Laa, governing the management and administration of all of the SkTdegate Bands 
reserve lands is hereby adopted as a law of the Skidegate Band. 

VERIFIED 
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1. Title

PARTI 

PRELIMINARY M ATTERS 

1.1 The title of this enactment is HIGaagilda (Skidegate) Land Code in English and Tllgaay
ad tang.Gwan l5yang.gaay 'laa in 2Saayda Kil.

2. Authority to Govern

2.1 The authority of Skidegate to govern its lands and resources flows from the teachings
and responsibilities passed down from our Kuuniisii (ancestors) to be stewards of our
land and to uphold Haida ways of being and values.

2.2 By enacting this Land Code, Skidegate is affirming its collective responsibility to care for
and respect the lands of Haida Gwaii by governing all of Skidegate Lands under this
Land Code.

2.3 For any purpose related to Skidegate Lands, Skidegate will have legal capacity to
acquire and hold property, to borrow, to contract, to expend and invest money, to be a
party to legal proceedings, to exercise our powers and to perform our duties.

3. Purpose

3.1 The purpose of this Land Code is to set out the rules, principles and administrative
structures that apply to Skidegate Lands and by which Skidegate will exercise authority
over those lands.

4. Rights Not Affected

4.1 This Land Code does not define or prejudice any Haida Aboriginal rights, Haida
Aboriginal title, treaty rights, inherent rights, or any other rights or freedoms that pertain
now or in the future of the Skidegate Band or the Haida Nation, or any of their respective
members to control the lands and r�sources onJiaida G\l\laii or to preclude othe�
negotiations in respect of those rights.

4.2 This Land Code does not affect any rights of the Skidegate Band or the Haida Nation, or
any of their respective members under the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples.

4.3 This Land Code does not change the fiduciary relationship between Canada and the
Skidegate Band or the Haida Nation, or any of their respective members.

4.4 For greater certainty, nothing in this Land Code abrogates or derogates from Canada's
recognition of Haida Aboriginal title to Haida Gwaii as affirmed in the Chii�uujin / Chaaw
ts;aawgaa "Big Tide (Low Water)" Haida Title Lands Agreement between the Haida
Nation and Canada.

4.5 This Land Code does not change the eligibility of the Skidegate Band for funding for
programs and services related to land and resource management and economic
development.

2 
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4.6 This Land Code is not intended to affect the eligibility of the Skidegate Band or any 
Memberto receive and participate in funding programs provided by Indigenous Services 
Canada, to the extent that the Skidegate Band has not already assumed responsibility 
for administering such services and programs. 

4. 7 This Land Code does not alter or change any rights that are not directly related to 
Skidegate Lands, including rights in personal property, tax status or any other rights not 
related to Skidegate Lands. 

4.8 This Land Code does not change the by-law powers of Council under the Indian Act. 

5. Definitions

PART II 

DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETATION 

5.1 Any words or terms used in this Land Code which are defined in the Framework
Agreement have the same meaning as in the Framework Agreement, unless the context
otherwise requires.

5.2 The following definitions apply in this Land Code:

(a) "Certificate of Possession" means an interest in Skidegate Lands issued by
the Minister in accordance with Section 20 of the Indian Act and existing prior to
the Commencement Date of this Land Code or an interest in Skidegate Lands
issued after the Commencement Date of this Land Code under Section 31 of this
Land Code;

(b) "Commencement Date" means the date this Land Code comes into force
pursuant to the commencement provisions under this Land Code;

(c) "Community Lands" means Skidegate Lands, other than Member Lands, that
are held on behalf of and for the benefit of all Members;

--
- - --

( d) "Community Purpose" means a purpose which is intended to provide a facility,
benefit, or support for the Members or persons residing on Skidegate Lands. It
shall include, but shall not be limited to, utility or transportation corridors, and
requirements related to transportation and utility corridors, including expansion of
roads and utilities, public works, cemeteries, schools, day-care facilities,
administrative buildings and facilities, seniors housing facilitates, Skidegate­
owned housing, hospitals, fire halls, sewage and water treatment facilities,
playgrounds, community centres and other similar facilities, the protection of
heritage sites and lands needed for economic or social development that will
benefit Skidegate and its Members on Skidegate Lands;

(e) "Council Resolution" means a resolution approved by a quorum of Council at a
duly convened meeting of the Council;

(f) "Council" means the elected Chief and Council of the Skidegate Band;

'' ... "IFl':o t . .
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(g) "Elder" means a Member who is recognized and respected within the
community as a Haida Elder, based on their knowledge, cultural teachings and
lived experience;

(h) "Eligible Voter" means, for the purposes of voting in respect of land matters
under this Land Code, a Member who is eighteen (18) years of age on or before
the last day of a vote;

(i) "Emergency Land Law" means a law enacted pursuant to Section 13 of this
Land Code;

U) "Expropriation Act" means the Expropriation Act, R.S.C. 1985, c. E-21;

(k) "First Nation Lands Register" means the lands register established by Canada
pursuant to the Framework Agreement and maintained by the Minister in Ottawa,
or any successor lands register that may be established to replace the First
Nation Lands Register;

(I) "Framework Agreement" means the Framework Agreement on First Nation
Land Management, entered into between the signatory First Nations and Canada
on February 12, 1996, as amended from time to time;

(m) "Heritage Site" means any site, area, or structure located on Skidegate Lands
that holds historical, cultural, spiritual, or archeological significance to the Haida
people, including but not limited to ancestral village sites, burial grounds, Haida
poles and longhouse structures, harvesting areas, and places associated with
oral histories and clan lineages. Skidegate Heritage Sites may be designated by
Council, in consultation with Elders, knowledge holders and community members
for the purpose of protection, stewardship and ongoing cultural connection;

(n) "Indian Act" means the Indian Act, R.S.C. 1985, c. 1-5;

(o) "Individual Agreement" means the Individual Agreement on First Nation Land
Management between the Skidegate Band and His Majesty the King in the right
of Canada entered inJQ in accordance with the provisions of the Framework
Agreement;

(p) "Interest" means any interest, right, or estate of any nature in or to Skidegate
Lands, and includes a Certificate of Possession, a Leasehold, an easement, a
right of way, statutory or otherwise, a covenant, mortgage, charge, but does not
include a Licence and title to Skidegate Lands;

(q) "Kil 'yahda" means Haida laws or the Haida way of being truthful, which directly
translates as "saying it right, or with truth";

(r) "Land Code" means this HIGaagilda (Skidegate) Land Code, Tllgaay ad
tang.Gwan l5yang.gaay 'laa, as amended from time to time;

(s) "Land Law" or "Land Laws" means this Land Code and other laws enacted
under Part V of this Land Code, as amended from time to time;

4 
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(t) "Lands Committee" means the committee established under the Lands
Committee provisions of this Land Code;

(u) "Lands Department" means the administrative body established by Council to
manage the day-to-day operations related to the management of Skidegate
Lands in accordance with this Land Code;

(v) "Lands Manager" means the person who is responsible for overseeing the daily
administrative operations of the Lands Department, including the maintenance
and administration of the Skidegate Lands Register;

(w) "Lands Meeting" means a meeting open to the participation of Members for
purposes set out in this Land Code;

(x) "Lease" means a written contract setting out terms and conditions of a
Leasehold;

(y) "Leasehold" means an Interest in Skidegate Lands granted under this Land
Code or, prior to the Commencement Date of this Land Code, under the Indian

Act, giving a person or persons the exclusive right of use and possession of a
parcel or parcels of land upon agreed upon conditions for a specific of time, and
includes a leasehold granted by a lessee of Skidegate Lands to a sublessee;

(z) "Licence" means a licence, permit or other permission granted under this Land
Code, or a licence or permit granted pursuant to the Indian Act prior to the
Commencement Date of this Land Code, to use, develop, or extract specified
Natural Resources from, or otherwise have a non-exclusive use of Skidegate
Lands but does not grant an Interest in, or possession to Skidegate Lands;

(aa) "Majority" means fifty percent (50%) plus one (1);

(bb) "Member Approval" means approval of a Majority of Eligible Voters in
attendance at a Lands Meeting held by Council, the Lands Committee or the
Lands Department;

(cc) "Member Lands" means Skidegate Lands, other than Community Lands, that
are held by Members or Skidegate under a Certificate of Possession;

(dd) "Member" or "Members" means a person whose name appears on the
Skidegate membership list maintained by Skidegate;

(ee) "Natural Resources" means renewable and non-renewable natural resources,
such as timber, minerals, stone, sand, gravel, clay, soil, and similar substances;

(ff) "Publish" means to make information available to Members by posting online
and in the Skidegate Band Office;

(gg) "Ratification Vote" means a vote convened by the Lands Department for
purposes set out in this Land Code in which all Eligible Voters are entitled to
vote;

VERIFIFD 
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(hh) "Skidegate Band Office" means the administrative office of the Skidegate 
Band; 

(ii) "Skidegate Lands Register" means the register maintained by the Lands
Department;

UD "Skidegate Lands" has the meaning provided for in Section 7 of this Land
Code;

(kk) "Skidegate" or "Skidegate Band" means the Skidegate Band, a band within 
the meaning of the Indian Act and a Village Council within the meaning of the 
Constitution of the Haida Nation; 

(II) "Spouse" means a person who is married, whether by a traditional, religious, or
civil ceremony, and includes a Spouse by common-law relationship;

(mm) "Verifier" means a verifier appointed in accordance with the Framework
Agreement;

(nn) "!aayda Kil" means the dialect of the Haida language spoken in Skidegate; and 

(oo) "Yahguudang" means the Haida way of respect and is a fundamental principle 
for all Haida laws. 

6. Interpretation

6.1 The Preamble and �aayda Kil may be used to interpret this Land Code.

Fair Interpretation 

6.2 This Land Code must be interpreted in a fair, large and liberal manner as to its intent. 

6.3 In this Land Code: 

(a) the use of the word "shall" or "must" is to be construed as imperative, and the use
of the word "may" is to be construed as permissive;

(b) unless it is otherwise clear from the context, the use of the word "including"
means "including, but not limited to", and the use of the word "includes" means
"includes, but is not limited to";

(c) headings and subheadings are for convenience only, do not form a part of this
Land Code and in no way define, limit, alter or enlarge the scope of meaning of
any provision of this Land Code;

( d) reference to an enactment includes every amendment to it, every regulation
made under it and any Land Law enacted in substitution for it or in replacement
of it;

(e) unless it is otherwise clear from the context, the use of the singular includes the
plural, and the use of the plural includes the singular;

VER IF LED 
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(f) if a word or expression is defined, other parts of speech and grammatical forms
of the same word or expressions have corresponding meanings;

(g) unless it is otherwise clear from the context, the use of the masculine includes
the feminine, and the use of feminine includes the masculine;

(h) where the time limited for doing of an act expires or falls on a Saturday, a
Sunday or a federal or provincial holiday, or a Haida Nation Holiday, the act may
be done on the next day that is not a Saturday, Sunday or holiday;

(i) where the time limited for the doing of an act in the Skidegate Band Office falls
on a day when the office is not open during regular business hours, the act may
be done on the next day that that office is open; and

U) where there is a reference to a number of days between two events, in
calculating that number of days, the days on which the events happen are
excluded;

(k) any reference to a court in this Land Code includes a justice of the peace
appointed by Skidegate with authority in respect of Land Laws; and

(I) except as otherwise expressly provided in this Land Code, references to a part
(e.g. Part I), section (e.g. Section 2), and subsection (e.g. Subsection 2.1), are
references to a part, section, or subsection in this Land Code.

Paramountcy 

6.4 If there is an inconsistency or conflict between this Land Code and the Framework 
Agreement, the Framework Agreement will prevail to the extent of the inconsistency or 
conflict. 

6.5 If there is an inconsistency or conflict between this Land Code and any other enactment 
of Skidegate, including a Land Law, this Land Code will prevail to the extent of the 
inconsistency or conflict. 

Culture and Traditions 

6.6 The structures, bodies and procedures established by or under this Land Code shall 
incorporate Haida culture, traditions and customs, including consideration and 
application of the following Haida ways of being: 

(a) Yahguudang (Haida way of respect, which is the foundation of all Haida law);

(b) 'Laa guu ga kanhllns (responsibility);

(c) Giid tlljuus (balance);

(d) Gina 'waadluxan (everything depends on everything else or interconnectedness);
and

(e) lsda ad dii gii isda (reciprocity).

7 
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7. Description of Skidegate Lands

PART Ill 

LANDS 

7.1 Skidegate Lands subject to this Land Code are as follows:

(a) Skidegate Indian Reserve No. 1 (07690);

(b) Skaigha Indian Reserve No. 2 (07691) (also known as Dead Tree);

(c) Deena Indian Reserve No. 3 (07692);

(d) Khrana Indian Reserve No. 4 (07693) (also known as �aayna/Maude Island);

(e) Lagins Indian Reserve No. 5 (07694);

(f) Kaste Indian Reserve No. 6 (07695) (also known as Copper Bay);

(g) Cumshewas Indian Reserve No. 7 (07696);

(h) Skedance Indian Reserve No. 8 (07697);

(i) Tanoo Indian Reserve No. 9 (07698);

U) New Clew Indian Reserve No. 10 (07699);

(k) Black Slate Indian Reserve No. 11 (07700);

(I) Any lands added to a reserve or becoming a reserve after this Land Code comes
into force; and

(m) Any lands added to a reserve or become a reserve through a land exchange in
accordance with this Land Code.

7.2 Skidegate Lands include: 

(a) all Natural Resources located within Skidegate Lands;

(b) the water located within Skidegate Lands, and the beds underlying that water;

(c) all rights that are part of or that attach to Skidegate Lands, including any riparian
rights; and

(d) all Interests and Licences, including those previously granted by Canada before
this Land Code came into force.

PART IV 

LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES ADMINISTRATION 

8 
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8. Lands Department

8.1 Skidegate shall have a Lands Department established by Council for the purposes of
administering the land management functions and day-to-day administration of this Land
Code and related Land Laws, policies, instruments, and land records.

Duties and Responsibilities 

8.2 Subject to the terms of any Council Resolution, Council may assign the following duties 
to the Lands Department: 

(a) advising Council and the Lands Committee on Land Laws and policies;

(b) advising Council on administrative fees, rent, royalties, or other amounts payable
in respect of Skidegate Lands;

(c) �rranging Lands Meetings and Ratification Votes in accordance with this L,and
Code;

(d) proposing to Council the annual lands workplan and lands budget;

(e) providing input on Skidegate's annual reports in respect of land revenues and
land activities;

(f) working closely with the Lands Committee to seek their input and advice, and
supporting the Lands Committee in carrying out their roles and responsibilities
under this Land Code upon request;

(g) managing and maintaining systems for the administration of Skidegate Lands,
such as record keeping, data management, and the development of approved
forms and procedures; and

(h) arranging for the execution of written instruments and documents on behalf of
Skidegate.

8.3 In carrying out its administrative duties, the Lands Department must consider any advice 
and reports provided by the Lands Committee. 

Lands Manager and Lands Staff 

8.4 Council shall hire or contract a qualified individual to be the Lands Manager of the Lands 
Department, who shall be responsible for carrying out the duties assigned under this 
Land Code, under any Land Laws or by Council Resolution. 

8.5 Subject to funding, Council may, by a Council Resolution, designate additional positions 
for the Lands Department, including employees, contractors, volunteers, or other 
persons considered by Council necessary to carry out the functions of the Lands 
Department under this Land Code. 

8.6 Council may, by Council Resolution, delegate to the Lands Manager or other Lands 
Department staff the authority to register land instruments in the First Nation Lands 

-·v ER IF I E 0
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Register on behalf of Skidegate, maintain records for Skidegate Lands, and exercise 
administrative functions as specified. 

9. Lands Committee

Establishment 

9.1 As soon as possible after the Commencement Date of this Land Code, Council must 
establish a Lands Committee. 

Appointment 

9.2 Within twelve (12) months of the Commencement Date of this Land Code, Council must, 
by Council Resolution, appoint the members of the Lands Committee in accordance with 
the selection process provided for under this Land Code. 

9.3 Council must ensure that there are always at least five (5) Members on the Lands 
Committee. 

Considerations for Appointment 

9.4 In making the appointments of the Lands Committee under Section 9 of this Land Code, 
Council shall apply yahguudang (Haida way of respect) and use its best efforts to ensure 
balance and equitable representation of Members. 

9.5 In considering appointments to the Lands Committee under Section 9 of this Land Code, 
Council may consider a Members knowledge and familiarity with Haida land 

Term 

stewardship, and experience or understanding of economic development, land use 
planning and land safety or related fields. 

9.6 Each appointed member of the Lands Committee shall serve a term of three (3) years, 
unless re-appointed for a further term. 

9. 7_ If, oo the expiry of a _term of a member oo reappointment or replacement has been 
made, those members of the Lands Committee may continue to serve and carry out the 
duties of the Lands Committee until Council makes a new appointment or reappoints 
each member of the Lands Committee. 

Lands Committee Governance 

9.8 Council must, by Council Resolution, establish a Terms of Reference for the Lands 
Committee regarding committee composition, eligibility, remuneration of members, and 
similar matters. 

9.9 A quorum of the Lands Committee shall be defined in its Terms of Reference. 

Mandate and Duties of the Lands Committee 

9.10 The Lands Committee shall: 

'IERIFIED 
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(a) assist with the development of the Skidegate Lands administration systems and
procedures;

(b) advise Council and the Lands Department staff on matters respecting Skidegate
Lands;

(c) recommend to Council, Land Laws, Council Resolutions, policies, and
procedures respecting Skidegate Lands, including the implementation of Kil
'yahda (Haida Law) and the creation of Haida processes and regulations
established pursuant to this Land Code;

(d) hold Lands Meetings for Members to discuss Skidegate Lands issues and make
recommendations to Council on the resolution of such issues;

(e) at the direction of Council, and as appropriate, assist Council by liaising with the
Council of the Haida Nation and other governing bodies on Haida Gwaii to
ensure coordination on matters of mutual interest, including land stewardship,
jurisdiction, and alignment with Haida laws and governance structures;

(f) assist Council with the exchange of information regarding Skidegate Lands
matters between Members and Council; and

(g) oversee community consultations and approvals under this Land Code.

9.11 In addition to carrying out the functions of the Lands Committee under this Land Code, 
the Lands Committee may advise Council and the Lands Department on the following: 

(a) Skidegate Lands related matters, including the granting of Interests and
Licences;

(b) Skidegate land use plans;

(c) the fees and rent and other payments for Interests and Licences in Community
Lands;

(d) any financial budgets pertaining to Skidegate Lands;

(e) fees for services provided in relation to any Skidegate Lands; and

(f) recommendations from Members and others regarding Skidegate Lands and
environmental and community safety concerns and priorities.

9.12 Council may, by Council Resolution, delegate Skidegate Lands related authorities, other 
than enacting Land Laws, to the Lands Committee, including authority related to 
particular Skidegate Lands projects, developments, or activities. 

Lands Committee Chairperson and Duties 

9.13 The Chairperson of the Lands Committee shall be chosen by the members of the Lands 
Committee. 

VERlFIED 11 
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9.14 If the Chair is unable to perform the functions of the office, either temporarily or on a long 
term basis, the Lands Committee shall appoint one of the other Lands Committee 
members, or an Eligible Voter, to act as or be the Chairperson, subject to the approval of 
Council. 

9.15 The duties of the Chairperson are to: 

(a) table the Land Committee's financial statements with the Council;

(b) report to Skidegate on the activities of the Lands Committee; and

(c) act in accordance with the Lands Committee Terms of Reference.

Termination and Cessation of Lands Committee Members 

9.16 A member of the Lands Committee ceases to be a member if: 

(a) they resign by providing written notice to Council;

(b) they are removed by Council in accordance with the Terms of Reference or a
Council Resolution; or

(c) the member ceases to be an Eligible Voter.

9.17 Council may terminate the appointment of any member of the Lands Committee who 
fails to: 

(a) attend three (3) consecutive meetings of the Lands Committee without the
approval of the Chair of the Lands Committee;

(b) perform their duties as a member of the Lands Committee under this Land Code;
or

(c) comply with the Terms of Reference or any code of conduct applicable to the
Lands Committee.

10. Law-Making Powers

Powers to Make Laws 

PARTV 

SKIDEGATE LEGISLATION 

10.1 Skidegate has the power to enact laws respecting: 

(a) the development, conservation, protection, management, use and possession of
Skidegate Lands and Natural Resources on Skidegate Lands;

(b) Interests and Licences in relation to Skidegate Lands;
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(c) charges and fees, including development cost charges, or similar charges or fees
related to the development of Skidegate Lands;

(d) offences punishable on summary conviction and other enforcement measures
applying to Skidegate Lands;

(e) any matter necessary to give effect to this Land Code; and

(f) any matter necessary or ancillary to the making of laws in relation to Skidegate
Lands.

Examples of Laws 

10.2 For greater certainty, and without limiting the generality of Subsection 10.1, Council may 
make Land Laws on matters relating to Skidegate Lands including, but not limited to: 

(a) regulation, control and prohibition of zoning, land use planning, authorization �nd
regulation control of subdivisions and land development (including requirements
for contributions to community benefits and amenities), park dedications and
grants in lieu of park dedications.

(b) rules, procedures and rights respecting the expropriation of interests in Skidegate
Lands;

(c) regulation, control, authorization and prohibition of residency, access and the
occupation and development of land, and protection of community health and
safety;

(d) creation, and regulation of Interests and Licences;

(e) environmental assessment and protection;

(f) provision of services for resolution, outside the courts, of disputes in relation to
Skidegate Lands;

(g) regulations of construction standards for buildings, structures and facilities on
Skidegate Lands;

(h) fees, stumpage or royalties to be paid to Skidegate for the removal or extraction
of Natural Resources;

(i) provision of local services and the imposition of use charges;

U) the conduct of surveys on Skidegate Lands;

(k) setting aside, protection and regulation of Heritage Sites, cultural sites, traditional
sites, spiritual sites and wildlife areas;

(I) creation of management and administrative bodies or agencies;

(m) public nuisance and private nuisance;

VERIFIED 
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(n) regulation of sanitary conditions and the provision of sanitary services in private
premises and public places;

(o) construction, maintenance and management of roads, water courses, storm
drains, water diversions, bridges, fences, ditches, and other local and public
works, and the imposition of user charges including development cost charges or
their equivalent;

(p) setting aside lands for community purposes or works;

(q) hunting, fishing, management and protection of fish, wildlife, and their habitat on
Skidegate Lands;

(r) use and storage or fireworks, firearms, weapons and hazardous materials or
substances on Skidegate Lands;

(s) archaeological assessment and protection of archaeological and cultural
resources;

(t) enforcement laws of Skidegate; and

(u) any matter deemed necessary by Council.

11. Law-Making Procedure

Consultation 

11.1 Council and the Lands Committee shall consult with Members from time to time to seek 
their input on areas where regulation by a Land Law may be necessary or desirable. 

Proposing Land Laws 

11.2 A proposal for a Land Law may come from any of the following: 

(a) one or more Council members;

(b) the Lands Department;

(c) the Lands Committee; or

(d) a petition of more than fifty (50) Members who are Eligible Voters.

Written Proposals for Land Laws 

11.3 All proposals for a Land Law must be in writing and must contain: 

(a) a proposed title;

(b) a brief description of the subject matter to be addressed;

(c) a reason why the proposed Land Law is necessary;

(d) a draft outline of the Land Law; and
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(e) the section or sections of the Land Code which authorize the proposed Land
Law.

Tabling and Posting Proposed Land Laws 

11.4 All proposed Land Laws must be: 

(a) delivered to Council at the Skidegate Band Office and tabled at a meeting of
Council at least thirty (30) days before the proposed Land Law is voted upon by
Council;

(b) delivered to the Chair of the Lands Committee at least thirty (30) days before the
proposed Land Law is voted upon by Council; and

(c) posted in public places on Skidegate Lands at least thirty (30) days before the
proposed Land Law is voted upon by Council.

Member Input Considered 

11.5 Council shall consider any input received from Members at a Lands Meeting in respect 
of a proposed Land Law, and may, in its sole discretion, incorporate such input before 
enacting a Land Law pursuant to Subsection 12.1 of this Land Code. 

12. Enactment and Certification of Land Laws

Enactment 

12.1 A Land Law is enacted if it is approved by a quorum in a Council Resolution at a duly 
convened Council meeting. 

Certification of Land Laws 

12.2 The Council members who sign the Council Resolution approving the Land Law must 
also sign an original copy of that Land Law. 

Land Law Coming into Force 

12.3 Land Laws come into force on the date of the Council Resolution approving its 
enactment, or on such a later date or later action as specified under that Land Law. 

13. Emergency Land Laws

Authority to Enact 

13.1 If Council is of the opinion that an Emergency Land Law is required in order to protect 
public health, safety, Skidegate Lands, or Members, Council may immediately enact that 
law as an Emergency Land Law without completing the law-making procedures set out 
in this Land Code. 

Enactment 

13.2 An Emergency Land Law is enacted if it is approved by a Council Resolution. 
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Duration and Renewal 

13.3 An Emergency Land Law will expire one hundred and twenty (120) calendar days after 
enactment, unless Council remains of the opinion that the matter is urgent and renews 
that Emergency Land Law before it expires for a maximum of an additional one hundred 
and twenty (120) calendar days from the date of renewal. 

Publication 

13.4 An Emergency Land Law, including any amendments and renewals, must be Published 
in the same manner as other Land Laws enacted under this Land Code. 

14. Register of Laws, Notice, and Publication of Land Laws

14.1 Skidegate must Publish, and register in the Register of Skidegate Laws, the following: 

(a) all Land Laws as amended from time to time, which are currently in force;

(b) previous versions of Land Laws, whether those laws have been repealed or
amended; and

(c) all Council Resolutions made under this Land Code.

14.2 Any person may, during regular business hours at the Skidegate Band Office, have 
reasonable access to the Land Laws and Resolutions referred to in Subsection 14.1. 

Notice to Attorney General 

14.3 If Council enacts a Land Law related to family homes and matrimonial interests as 
contemplated in Section 39 of this Land Code, Council must provide to the Attorney 
General of the Province notice of Council's intention, as well as a copy of that Land Law 
once it has been enacted. 

15. Repeal and Amendment of Land Laws

15.1 A Land Law may be repealed or amel"lded in accordance with the procedure specified in . 
that Land Law. 

15.2 If a Land Law does not specify a procedure for its repeal or amendment, that Land Law 
may be repealed or amended by the same procedure as that provided for the enactment 
of the Land Law. 

15.3 An amendment of a Land Law takes effect on the date of the Council Resolution 
approving that amendment or on such late date as may be specified in that amendment. 

PART VI 

LANDS MEETINGS AND RATIFICATION VOTES 

16. Lands Meetings

16.1 Council, the Lands Department or the Lands Committee must hold a Lands Meeting: 
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(a) whenever it is required, under this Land Code to seek Member Approval; and

(b) prior to holding a Ratification Vote required under this Land Code.

Council May Convene a Lands Meeting 

16.2 At any time and from time to time, Council may convene a Lands Meeting to discuss or 
receive input from Members on matters or issues arising under this Land Code. 

Procedure at a Lands Meeting 

16.3 Whenever Council, the Lands Department or the Lands Committee is required under this 
Land Code to hold a Lands Meeting, they must: 

(a) invite an Elder to open the meeting;

(b) allocate sufficient time during the meeting for Members to ask questions; and

(c) seek input from the Members regarding the subject matter of the meeting.

16.4 Council or the Lands Department may establish a policy setting out additional 
procedures or rules for a Lands Meeting. 

Notice of Lands Meeting 

16.5 At least 7 days prior to hosting a Lands Meeting, the Lands Department must Publish a 
notice: 

(a) setting out the purpose, date, time and location of the Lands Meeting;

(b) include a statement that every Member is entitled to participate in a Lands
Meeting; and

(c) indicate whether non-Members are entitled to participate.

17. Ratification Votes

Member Approval by Ratification Vote 

17 .1 A Ratification Vote is required to determine whether a Majority of participating Eligible 
Voters: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

approve of any development on a Heritage Site that has been designated in the 
community land use plan; 

approve of a voluntary exchange of Community Lands; 

authorize the grant or disposition of an Interest or Licence for a term that is 
greater than forty-nine (49) years, calculated by including any renewal or 
extension period; 

approve of an amendment to the Individual Agreement that reduces the amount 
of funding provided by Canada; 
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(e) approve of an expropriation of an Interest in Member Lands; and

(f) approve of any Land Law that Council, by Council Resolution declares to be
subject to this section.

17 .2 Council may require a Ratification Vote to determine whether a Majority of participating 
Eligible Voters authorize Council to grant, dispose or renew an Interest or Licence. 

17.3 For the purpose of a Ratification Vote to authorize Council to grant or renew an Interest 
or Licence under Subsection 17.2, the Lands Department may determine that the total 
term of the Interest or Licence includes any grant or renewal to: 

(a) a successor corporation or business;

(b) a person who is a director, operator, or a shareholder of the original Interest or
Licence holder;

(c) an immediate relative of the original Interest or Licence holder, including a
person's parent, sister, brother, child, stepchild or Spouse; or

(d) similar closely related person or entity.

No Requirement for Ratification Vote 

17.4 Despite Subsection 17.2, no Ratification Vote is required for: 

(a) The grant, transfer or assignment of a Certificate of Possession to a Member
under the Land Code or any applicable Land Law; and

(b) The grant of Interests or Licences in relation to roads, pipelines, water, sewer,
hydroelectric, telecommunications or other services relating to Community
Purpose which are intended for the benefit of Members or occupants of
Skidegate Lands.

Eligibility to Vote 

17.5 Only Eligible Voters are entitled to vote in a Ratification Vote. 

Notice for Ratification Vote 

17.6 The Lands Department must provide Eligible Voters with notice at least forty-five (45) 
days in advance of a Ratification Vote, by: 

(a) publishing a notice; and

(b) contacting Eligible Voters by mail, or alternatively contacting them by email if
authorized to do so.

17.7 Notice of a Ratification Vote must: 

(a) set out the purpose, date, time, and location of a Ratification Vote;
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(b) indicate whether a minimum participation or approval threshold has been set for
a Ratification Vote;

(c) include as applicable, a statement that every Eligible Voter is entitled to
participate in the Ratification Vote;

(d) set out the methods of participation, including by telephone, online, in- person,
mail-in ballot, or any combination of these methods.

Approval 

17 .8 Any matter put to a Ratification Vote under this Land Code shall be approved if a 
Majority of participating Eligible Voters vote "YES" to the question submitted at that 
Ratification Vote. 

No Verifier 

17.9 No Verifier is required for a Ratification Vote. 

No Interference 

17 .10 A person must not in any way interfere with a Ratification Vote, where interference 
includes: 

(a) providing any inducement or reward for a person to vote or refrain from voting, or
for a person to vote or refrain from voting at a Lands Meeting; and

(b) preventing a person from voting, including by any form of threat, intimidation, or
bribe.

Offences 

17 .11 Any person who interferes with a Ratification Vote under this Section 17 is guilty of an 
offence and liable on summary conviction to the penalties provided for under this Land 
Code. 

18. Expropriation

Acquisition by Mutual Agreement 

PART VII 

PROTECTION OF LAND 

18.1 Skidegate may expropriate an Interest or Licence in Skidegate Lands, provided that it 
has made a good faith effort to acquire, by mutual agreement, the Interest or Licence. 

Guidelines for Expropriation 

18.2 An Interest or Licence in respect of Land, or in any building or other structure on that 
Land, shall only be expropriated by Skidegate in accordance with: 

(a) the Framework Agreement; and
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(b) any Land Law enacted for the purpose of establishing the rights and procedures
for community expropriations.

Community Purposes 

18.3 Except as provided for in Subsection 18.8 of this Land Code, Skidegate may expropriate 
any Interest or Licence in Skidegate Lands that is in the opinion of Skidegate, necessary 
for a Community Purpose. 

Procedures for Expropriation 

18.4 Skidegate shall enact a Land Law pursuant to the procedures set out in this Land Code 
respecting the rights and procedures for expropriations, including provisions in respect 
of: 

(a) taking possession of the Interest or Licence or a portion thereof;

(b) transfer of the expropriated Interest or Licence or a portion thereof;

(c) notice of expropriation and service of the notice of expropriation;

(d) entitlement to compensation;

(e) determination of the amount of compensation; and

(f) the method of payment of compensation.

Public Report 

18.5 Before Skidegate expropriates an Interest or Licence, the Lands Department shall: 

(a) prepare a report on the reasons for the expropriation;

(b) post a copy of the report in the Skidegate Band Office; and

(c) maila copy_ of the report to each Eligible Voter attheiLlast known address.

Notification of Expropriation 

18.6 In the case of an expropriation of an Interest or Licence in Skidegate Lands, any affected 
person or persons shall receive notification of the expropriation, including the specific 
interest(s) to be expropriated and the reasons for the expropriation. 

18. 7 In the case of an expropriation affecting any one Member or Members, any affected
individuals shall receive the public report of the expropriation prior to its release to 
Members. 

Rights that May not be Expropriated 

18.8 In accordance with,clause 17.6 of the Framework Agreement, an Interest of Canada in 
Skidegate Lands is not subject to expropriation by Skidegate. 
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Approval by Ratification Vote for Member Lands 

18.9 Expropriation of Member Lands shall only be expropriated by Ratification Vote. 

Compensation for rights and Interests 

18.10 Skidegate shall, in accordance with its Land Laws and the Framework Agreement, pay 
fair and reasonable compensation to the holders of the Interest or Licence being 
expropriated. 

Compensation Calculation 

18.11 In accordance with the clause 17.4 of Framework Agreement, Skidegate shall calculate 
the total value of the compensation under this section based on the compensation 
criteria set out in the Expropriation Act (Canada). 

Market value 

18.12 The "market value" of an expropriated Interest or Licence is equal to the amount that 
would have been paid for the Interest or Licence if it had been sold by a willing seller to a 
willing buyer under no duress. 

Neutral evaluation to Resolve Disputes 

18.13 The resolution of disputes concerning the right of Skidegate to expropriate shall be 
determined by neutral evaluation, in the same manner as provided in Part IX of the 
Framework Agreement, and the sixty (60) day period referred to in the Framework 
Agreement shall be applied, as appropriate in the circumstance, by the neutral evaluator. 

Arbitration to Resolve Expropriation Disputes 

18.14 The resolution of the following disputes shall be determined by arbitration, in the same 
manner as provided in Part IX of the Framework Agreement: 

(a) disputes concerning the right of a holder of an expropriated Interest or Licence to
compensation; and

(b) disputes concerning the amount of the compensation.

19. Voluntary Exchange of Community Lands

Agreement 

19.1 Skidegate may, by agreement with another party, exchange Community Lands for lands 
held by that party. Any new lands acquired through such exchange shall become 
Skidegate Lands and shall be subject to this Land Code. 

Requirements 

19.2 Any exchange of Community Lands is subject to the following requirements: 

(a) the area of the new land and its value must be greater than the land which will
cease to be Community Lands;
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(b) a Ratification Vote must be held in which a Majority of participating Eligible
Voters approve the exchange of Community Lands; and

(c) prior to a Ratification Vote, Eligible Voters must be informed of the total
compensation, including monetary or other compensation, as well as the area,
value, and environmental condition of the new land.

Powers to Negotiate 

19.3 The persons who shall have authority to negotiate an exchange of Community Lands on 
behalf of Skidegate must be designated by Council by way of Council Resolution. 

PART VIII 

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

20. Conflict of Interest Obligations .

Application 

20.1 The conflict of interest provisions of this Land Code apply to the following persons in 
respect of matters related to Skidegate Lands: 

(a) Council;

(b) employees or contractors of Skidegate;

(c) members of a board, committee or other body established by Skidegate;

(d) any person appointed in a dispute resolution process involving Skidegate; and

(e) any other person when dealing with a matter related to Lands.

20.2 The conflict of interest provisions of this Land Code continue to apply for eighteen (18) 
months after a person ceases to hold their position or contract with Skidegate. 

Conflict Examples 

20.3 A person has a conflict of interest if the person's ability to deliberate or decide is 
compromised, or it would be reasonable to assume that person is compromised, by: 

(a) a private interest; or

(b) a private interest of an immediate relative, including a person's parent, sister,
brother, child, step-child, or Spouse.

Duty to Disclose and Abstain 

20.4 A person who has a conflict of interest related to Skidegate Lands must: 

(a) disclose that conflict of interest to Council, and to the person or body which is
considering or voting on the matter related to Skidegate Lands; and

./ 
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(b) not take part in any further consideration of that matter, nor vote on that matter.

Inability to Act 

20.5 If a board, committee or other body is unable reach quorum and cannot act in respect of 
a matter related to Skidegate Lands due to a conflict of interest, the matter must be 
referred to Council. 

Disputes 

20.6 A question regarding a potential conflict of interest may be referred to dispute resolution 
under a Land Law with the agreement of the person who is alleged to have the conflict of 
interest. 

Additional Rules 

20. 7 Council may establish additional conflict of interest rules in a financial administration law
or other Land Law. 

21. Accountability for Conflicts of Interest

21.1 A person fails to meet the conflict of interest obligations under this Land Code where that 
person: 

(a) fails to declare a conflict of interest;

(b) provides incomplete or misleading information regarding a conflict of interest;

(c) improperly participates in a decision in which they have a conflict of interest; and

(d) fails to comply with conflict of interest rules established by Council applicable to
signing cheques or financial transfers.

Obligation to Repay 

21.2 If a person fails to meet the conflict of interest obligations_under this Land Code, the 
person must pay to Skidegate the amount equal to the total funds received as a result of 
the conflict of interest, or failing to do so Skidegate or an Eligible Voter may apply to a 
court for any of the following: 

(a) an order that the person pay to Skidegate an amount equal to the total funds
received as a result of the conflict of interest;

(b) an award of damages;

(c) an order that the person no longer hold any office, employment, or other position
with Skidegate for such period of time as the court considers appropriate; and

( d) any other remedy the court considers appropriate; and

(e) any combination of the above.

Council May Remove, Terminate and Disqualify 
VERIFIED --
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21.3 If a person fails to meet the conflict of interest obligations under this Land Code, Council 
may by a Majority vote of Council, decide that the person is subject to any of the 
following: 

(a) removal from Council;

(b) termination as an employee or contractor;

(c) removal from any board, committee, or other body established by Skidegate;

(d) removal from any dispute resolution process involving Skidegate; and

(e) disqualification from holding office, employment, or any other position with
Skidegate for any time period that Council deems appropriate, and Council may
impose any of these measures, whether or not a court in any proceeding has
determined that the person has failed to meet the conflict of interest obligations
under this Land Code.

22. Financial Management

Application 

PART IX 

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 

22.1 This Part IX applies only to financial matters in relation to Skidegate Lands that are 
administered under this Land Code. 

22.2 This Part IX does not apply to the extent it is inconsistent with a Skidegate financial 
administration law enacted by Skidegate. 

Establishment of Bank Accounts 

22.3 Council must establish one or more accounts dedicated only to Skidegate Lands at an 
accredited bank- or financial institution. 

22.4 Council, or any person authorized by Council, must deposit in the accounts dedicated 
only to Skidegate Lands all Skidegate Lands revenues, other than taxes received by 
Skidegate, including: 

(a) capital and revenue monies, and any other transfer payments received from
Canada;

(b) moneys received by Skidegate from Interests or Licences; and

(c) fees, fines, charges, and other monies collected by Skidegate in respect of
Skidegate Lands, including under any Land Laws;

and shall be called Skidegate Lands funds. 

Signing Officers 
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22.5 Council must, by Council Resolution, appoint at least three signing officers with authority 
to issue cheques or approve the transfers of Skidegate Lands funds. 

Two Signatures Required 

22.6 No cheque is valid unless it is signed by at least two appointed signing officers. 

22. 7 No transfer of Skidegate Lands Funds is valid unless it is approved in writing by at least
two appointed signing officers under this Part IX. 

Prohibitions 

22.8 A signing officer must not, in relation to Skidegate Lands funds, issue cheques, or carry 
out other transfers to themselves or to any entity in which they have an ownership 
interest or are a director. 

Cessation of Signing Officer 

22.9 A person ceases to be a signing officer if the person dies, ceases to be on Council, 
ceases employment with Skidegate, or their appointment as a signing officer is 
terminated by other means. 

Limits 

22.10 Council may establish limits on the authority of signing officers including: 

(a) the maximum dollar amount of signing authority; and

(b) conflict of interest rules applicable to signing cheques or transfers of funds.

Screening Processes 

22.11 Council must, by Council Resolution: 

(a) establish security screening and training processes for signing officers; and

(b) periodically review and revise security screening and training processes.

Fiscal Year 

22.12 The fiscal year of Skidegate ends at midnight on March 31st of each year, unless a 
different date is specified under a law enacted by Skidegate. 

Adoption of Annual Budget 

22.13 Council with the assistance of the Lands Department will adopt an annual Skidegate 
Lands budget for each fiscal year as it relates to all revenues and expenditures relating 
to the Skidegate Lands funds. 

22.14 Council will attempt to adopt the annual Skidegate Lands budget prior to the start of 
each fiscal year or as early as possible within that fiscal year. 
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22.15 Until Council adopts the annual Skidegate Lands budget, the Skidegate Lands budget 
for the previous fiscal year, including any supplementary Skidegate Lands budget, will 
continue to apply. 

22.16 During a fiscal year, Council may adopt one or more supplementary Skidegate Lands 
budgets for that fiscal year. 

22.17 After adopting an annual Lands budget or a supplementary Skidegate Lands budget, 
Council must Publish the budget or direct the Lands Department to Publish the budget. 

Authorization Required for Expenditures 

22.18 No person or body shall spend moneys, or make financial commitments, related to 
Lands unless the spending is authorized under a Skidegate Lands budget. 

• Offence

22.19 Any person or body who spends moneys, or makes financial commitments, related to
Skidegate Lands that are not authorized under a Skidegate Lands budget is guilty of an 
offence and liable on summary conviction to the penalties provided for under this Land 
Code. 

23. Financial Records

Records 

23.1 Skidegate must keep financial records in relation to Skidegate Lands in accordance with 
generally accepted accounting principles. 

Audited Financial Statements 

23.2 Skidegate must prepare and Publish annual audited financial statements in relation to 
Skidegate Lands within one hundred and twenty (120) days of the end of the fiscal year. 

-- - - - -- - -- -
- - - - - - - -

23.3 Annual audited financial statements in relation to Skidegate Lands may be included in 
consolidated audited financial statements of Skidegate, provided that Members can 
obtain information regarding Skidegate Lands expenditures and revenues in those 
consolidated statements. 

Appointment of Auditor 

23.4 Council must, by Council Resolution, appoint a duly accredited auditor for the purpose 
of: 

(a) preparing the annual audited financial statements under this Land Code; and

(b) preparing any other audit that may be required by Skidegate.

Renumeration for Auditor 
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23.5 Council must ensure that the remuneration paid to an auditor in relation to this Land 
Code is disclosed within the Council Resolution appointing the auditor, as well as in the 
annual audited financial statements. 

Access to Records 

23.6 The auditor may, at all reasonable times, inspect any Skidegate financial records, 
including those relating to Skidegate Lands and the Skidegate Lands funds. 

Offences 

23.7 Any person who: 

(a) impedes or obstructs an auditor from exercising a right to inspect Skidegate
financial records; or

(b) fails to give reasonable assistance to an auditor exercising a right to inspect
Skidegate financial records, is guilty of an offence and liable on summary
conviction to the penalties provided for under this Land Code.

24. Annual Report

24.1 The Lands Department must prepare and Publish an annual report on Skidegate Lands 
management within one hundred and twenty (120) days of the end of each fiscal year. 

24.2 The annual report must include: 

(a) summary of Skidegate Lands management activities;

(b) a copy and explanation of the annual audited financial statements as it applies to
Skidegate Lands; and

(c) any other matters, as may be determined by Council or the Lands Manager.

25. Access to Information

25.1 A member may, during normal business hours at the Skidegate Band Office, have 
reasonable access to or obtain a copy of the annual report referred to Subsection 24.1 . 

PARTX 

INTERESTS AND LICENCES IN LAND 

26. Skidegate Lands Register

26.1 The Lands Department shall maintain the Skidegate Lands Register in the same form 
and with the same content as the First Nations Land Register. 

27. Registration of Interests and Licences

All Dispositions in Writing 
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27.1 An Interest or Licence may only be created, granted, disposed of, assigned or 
transferred by a written document made in accordance with this Land Code and any 
relevant Land Laws. 

Standards 

27.2 Council may, after full and fair consideration of any recommendations of the Lands 
Department and Lands Committee, establish mandatory standards, criteria and forms for 
Interests and Licences in Skidegate Lands. 

Improper Transactions Void 

27.3 Any grant, disposition, transfer, renewal, or assignment of an Interest or Licence after 
this Land Code comes into force is void if: 

(a) it is not registered in the Skidegate Lands Register;

(b) it is registered in contravention of this Land Code; or

(c) it is otherwise in contravention of this Land Code.

27.4 No person shall register in the Skidegate Lands Register any document purporting to 
grant, dispose, transfer, renew, or assign an Interest or Licence unless: 

(a) it is accompanied by any approval, by Council or by Ratification Vote, which may
be required under this Land Code;

(b) all registration requirements under this Land Code are met; and

(c) any applicable fees are paid and all registration requirements under any Land
Law are met.

Duty to Deposit 

27.5 Provided that all registration fees are paid, the Lands Manager shall deposit the 
- instrumentin-the Skidegate Lands Register and forward a copy of the instrument to the

First Nation Land Register for registration.

No Liability 

27.6 Notwithstanding acceptance for filing of an instrument provided for in Subsection 27.5, 
the Lands Manager and Lands Department staff shall not be responsible or liable for 
ensuring that an instrument which affects, or purports to affect, Skidegate Lands: 

(a) is validly made;

(b) complies with this Land Code; or

(c) will be accepted for registration at the First Nation Land Register.

28. Existing Interests

Continuation of Existing Interests 
,__...-· 
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28.1 Any Interest or Licence in Skidegate Lands approved, created, granted or issued 
pursuant to the Indian Act, such as Certificates of Possession, and existing as ofthe 
Commencement Date of this Land Code shall continue to have effect in accordance with 
their terms and conditions. 

Replacing the Role of the Minister 

28.2 Where an instrument approved, created, granted or issued for an Interest or Licence in 
Skidegate Lands described in Subsection 28.1 provides for an action to be taken by the 
Minister or Canada, the responsibility of such action after this Land Code takes effect 
shall be with Skidegate. 

No Liability 

28.3 Skidegate shall not be liable for any decrease in value of, or any impact on the use of, 
an Interest or Licence arising from any exercise of authority under this Land Code and 
Land Laws including due to limits or restrictions set out in a Land Use Plan or valid 
zoning or Land Law. 

Existing Traditional Interests 

28.4 Traditional Interests means a residential lot that has been surveyed, or has identifiable 
or agreed upon boundaries, where a certain Skidgeate family has resided and a Member 
continues to reside on. 

28.5 Council may establish a Land Law or policy regarding the identification, use and 
occupancy of unregistered Traditional Interests in Skidegate Lands, and may consider 
any advice provided by the Lands Committee and Lands Department regarding that 
Land Law or policy. 

29. New Interests and Licences

Authority to Make Dispositions 

29.1 In accordance with this Land Code and any Land Law, Council may on behalf of 
Skidegate, grant: 

(a) Interests and Licences in Community Lands; and

(b) Licences to take Natural Resources from Community Lands, including cutting
timber or gathering timber or driftwood, or removal or minerals, stone, sand,
gravel, clay, soil, or other substances.

Conditional Grant 

29.2 The grant of an Interest or Licence may be made subject to written conditions as 
specified by Council or the Lands Manager. 
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30. No Development without Authorization

30.1 Subject to any Land Law with more specific provisions, the following activities are 
prohibited upon the coming into force of this Land Code, unless authorized by a Licence 
or permit, or other written authorization from Council: 

(a) the subdivision of Skidegate Lands;

(b) the stratification or other division of legal Interests in Skidegate Lands or
structures into strata units, sub-leases or shares;

(c) development of any kind;

(d) the installation of roads, intersections, rip-rapping, erosion control, dyking, sewer,
water, and other infrastructure;

(e) the construction, alteration, renovation, enlargement, addition, demolition or
removal of industrial, commercial or residential structures, including the
installation, demolition or removal of signs, swimming pools and decks;

(f) any activity that puts structures or people at risk within the flood plain or
increases flood risks;

(g) any activity that takes place in or within thirty (30) metres of a water body or fish
habitat;

(h) the deposit or dumping of any kind of soil, fill or material that may cause
unsightliness, contamination or health, safety or environmental risks;

(i) the deposit or removal or more than ten (10) cubic metres (approximately one
dump truck load) of clean, non-polluted soil, gravel or other materials per year
per parcel of land; and

U) the cutting, removal or alteration of any tree.

31.. • AllocatioriofResidentiarlots on Skidegate Lands. 

Allocation 

31.1 Council may allocate lots of available Community Lands to Members in accordance with 
procedures established by Council. 

31.2 Council may enact Land Laws and policies respecting allocations under Subsection 
31.1, including application and approval procedures. 

Issuance of Certificate of Possession 

31.3 Council may issue a Certificate of Possession evidencing the interest of a Member for a 
lot allocated to that Member. 

No Allocation to Non-Members 
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31.4 A person who is not a Member is not entitled to be allocated a residential lot or hold a 
Certificate of Possession in Skidegate Lands. 

32. Certificate of Possession

32.1 This Section 32 sets out the rights attaching to a Certificate of Possession, whether 
issued under the Indian Act or under this Land Code. 

32.2 Subject to any Land Law and the registration requirements under this Land Code, a 
Certificate of Possession in respect of a parcel on Skidegate Lands entitles the member 
holding it to: 

(a) a permanent right to exclusive possession of the land;

(b) to transfer, devise, or otherwise dispose of the Certificate of Possession to
another Member or Skidegate in accordance with this Land Code and any
applicable Land Laws and policies;

(c) any other rights, consistent with this Land Code, that are attached to Certificates
of Possession under the Indian Act as the same is in force when this Land Code
comes into effect.

No Subsurface Rights 

32.3 For greater certainty, a Certificate of Possession does not confer on the holder 
subsurface rights for the Natural Resources. 

Ceasing to be a Member 

32.4 A person who ceases to be a Member, must within four (4) months of ceasing to be a 
Member, transfer any Certificate of Possession they hold to another Member or 
Skidegate. 

32.5 Where a Member does not transfer their Certificate of Possession in accordance with 
Subsection 32.4, the Certificate of Possession shall, four (4) months and one (1) day 
after the person ceases to be a Member, be cancelled and the Skidegate Lands 
described in the Certificate of Possession shall automatically become Community Lands. 

33. Transfer and Assignment of Interests

Transfer of Certificate of Possession 

33.1 Council may consider any advice provided by the Lands Committee and Lands 
Department regarding Land Laws, policies, and procedures respecting the transfer and 
assignment of a Certificate of Possession. 

Leasehold Interests 

33.2 A person holding a Leasehold in Skidegate Lands may grant a Sub-lease in those lands 
by written document registered in the Skidegate Lands Register provided that: 

(a) the person receives consent of Council by a Council Resolution;
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(b) the grant complies with this Land Code and any other Land Laws, regulations,
policies and by-laws;

(c) the grant is permitted by the terms of the Lease; and

(d) the term of the Sub-lease granted does not exceed the duration of the Lease.

Community Lands 

33.3 Council may, on behalf of Skidegate grant, dispose of, transfer, renew, or assign 
Interests and Licences in Community Lands. 

33.4 Council may, by Council Resolution, delegate to the Lands Department, Council's 
authority under this section in respect of any grant, disposition, transfer, renewal, or 
assignment of Interests and Licences. 

34. Non-Member Interests

34.1 A person who is not a Member may hold an Interest or Licence in Skidegate Lands, 
except for a Certificate of Possession whether by transfer, by devise or by descent. 

35. Natural Resources

35.1 All Natural Resources in, on or under and forming part of Skidegate Lands belong to 
Skidegate and may not be used or removed unless such use or removal is authorized by 
this Land Code, a Land Law, Licence granted, or is incidental to the use and occupation 
of a residence on Member Lands, such as in the course of gardening or clearing 
hazards. 

35.2 In accordance with this Land Code and any Land Laws, Council may, in respect of 
Natural Resources: 

(a) grant, dispose of, transfer, renew, or assign Licences to take Natural Resources
in Community Lands; and

(b) • • grant; dispose of, transfer, renew, or assign Licences to take Natural Resources
in Member Lands with the consent of the relevant Member. 

35.3 No Member shall grant, dispose of, transfer, renew, or assign Licences for the extraction 
of Natural Resources on Member Lands without the consent of Council and proper 
authorization from the Lands Department. 

35.4 Council may, by Council Resolution, delegate to the Lands Department, Council's 
authority to consent to a grant, disposition, transfer, renewal, or assignment of Interests 
and Licences for Natural Resources. 

36. Limits on Mortgages and Seizure

Protection from Seizure 
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36.1 In accordance with the Framework Agreement, Sections 29, 87, 89(1 ), 89(1.1) and 89(2) 
of the Indian Act continue to apply on Skidegate Lands but section 89 is modified as set 
out below. 

Time Limit 

36.2 The term of any mortgage or charge of a Leasehold interest shall not exceed the term of 
the Lease. 

Mortgage of Leasehold Interest in Community Lands 

36.3 A Leasehold interest in Community Lands may be subject to a mortgage or charge but 
only with the consent of Council. 

Mortgage for Members 

36.4 Members may lease Skidegate Lands to themselves. 

36.5 A Member's Certificate of Possession in Skidegate Lands may only be subject to a 
Mortgage or charge to Skidegate or to another Member or to a Mortgage that is 
guaranteed by Skidegate. 

Default in Mortgage 

36.6 In the event of default in the terms of a mortgage or charge of a Leasehold interest, the 
Leasehold interest is not subject to possession by the mortgagee or chargee, 
foreclosure, power of sale, or any other form of execution or seizure, unless: 

(a) the mortgage or charge received the written consent of Council, if required under
this Land Code;

(b) the mortgage or charge received approval, if required under a Land Law;

(c) the mortgage or charge was registered in the Skidegate Lands Register; and

(d) Council receives advance written notice of the default and subsequently had at
least one hundred and twenty days (120) days to redeem the mortgage or charge
within that time.

Power of Redemption 

36. 7 If Council redeems a mortgage or charge with respect to a Leasehold interest within the 
prescribed time, Skidegate becomes the lessee of the land and takes the position of 
mortgagor or charge holder for all purposes after the date of redemption, and may 
execute any instruments and take any necessary actions to that effect. 

36.8 Council may waive its right of redemption for any mortgage or charge of a Leasehold 
interest. 

36.9 If Council fails to exercise its right of redemption with respect to a Leasehold interest 
within the prescribed time, then the mortgagee or chargee may seize the Leasehold 
interest and subsequently transfer or assign that Leasehold interest to a third party 
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without the consent of Council or any other approval required for a transfer or 
assignment of a Leasehold interest under a Land Law. 

36.10 If a Leasehold interest is seized and transferred or assigned to a third party in 
accordance with this Land Code, neither the consent of Council nor any other approval 
required for a mortgage or charge under a Land Law is needed for that third party to 
obtain a mortgage or charge in respect of that Leasehold interest, provided that: 

(a) the mortgage or charge is obtained within sixty (60) calendar days of the transfer
or assignment of the Leasehold interest;

(b) the mortgagee or the chargee in respect of the mortgage qualifies as an
"approved lender'' for Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation insured
mortgages;

(c) the mortgage must be for the purpose of purchasing the Leasehold interest, or
construction or repair on the leasehold Interest; and

(d) the principal amount secured by the mortgage does not exceed the total value of
the Leasehold interest or the construction or repair costs, as the case may be.

37. Registration of Mortgages and Charges

Legal Effect 

37.1 A mortgage or charge made after this Land Code comes into force is void if: 

(a) it is not registered in the Skidegate Lands Register;

(b) it is registered in contravention of this Land Code; or

( c) it is otherwise in contravention of this Land Code.

Approval Requirement 

37.2- · No person shall registerintheSkidegate Lands Register any mortgage orchargeunless 
it is accompanied by an approval for that mortgage or charge, required under this Land 
Code or a Land Law. 

38. Wills and Estates

38.1 The following persons are entitled to have their Interest registered in the Skidegate 
Lands Register, provided that they are entitled to hold that Interest under this Land 
Code, Land Laws, or a court order: 

(a) a Member who receives an Interest under a will or estate;

(b) a non-Member or Member who receives a Leasehold interest under a will or
estate; and

(c) a person who holds an Interest on behalf of a minor or a mentally incompetent
person.
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Procedures and Regulations 

38.2 Council may establish a Land Law setting out the required procedures and documents to 
register an Interest arising from wills and estates, in the absence of such Land Law, 
Council may make regulations and polices appropriate to ensure a process exists prior 
to the enactment of a Land Law. 

39. Spousal Property

Authority to Enact 

39.1 Subject to Member Approval, Skidegate may enact a Land Law setting out rules and 
procedures applicable to the use, occupation and possession of Skidegate Lands and 
the division of Interests or rights in Skidegate Lands on the breakdown of a marriage or 
on the death of a Spouse. 

Development of Spousal Property Law 

39.2 The Lands Department and Lands Committee shall develop any Spousal Property Land 
Law in consultation with Members. 

Guiding Principles 

39.3 The rules and procedures for a spousal property Land Law created under Subsection 
39.1 must take into account the following principles: 

(a) Kil 'yahda (Haida Law), including yahguudang (way of respect);

(b) the best interests of the child, including the individual right for a child of Haida
heritage to reside within their community and have access to Haida culture;

(c) the distinction between Members and Non-Members for the purpose of
determining which Interests and Licences in SkidegateTarids rnay be-held by an
individual; and

(d) the rules and procedures shall not discriminate based on gender.

PART XI 

RESIDENCY AND ACCESS 

40. Residency and Access Rights

40.1 Skidegate Lands are not open to access by any persons, except to the extent provided
for in this Land Code, any Land Law or Council Resolution.

Right of Residence 

VERIFIED 
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40.2 Subject to this Land Code, any Land Laws, or Council Resolutions, the following persons 
have a right to reside on Skidegate Lands: 

(a) Members who have been allocated a residential lot by Council, their Spouses
and children, and their invitees;

(b) Members who have been assigned band housing, and their Spouses, children,
and invitees, for the term of the agreement and to the extent to which they
comply with the terms of the agreement; and

(c) lessees under a valid Lease, in accordance with the provisions of the lease
agreement.

Right of Access 

40.3 Subject to this Land Code, any Land Laws or Council Resolutions, the following persons 
have a right of access to Skidegate l,.ands: 

(a) a holder of an Interest, and any person who has a right of access pursuant to the
terms of the Interest and their invitees;

(b) a holder of a Licence, and any person who has a right of access pursuant to the
terms of the Licence and their invitees;

(c) a Member;

(d) a Member's Spouse, children and invitees;

(e) a person who is authorized by a government body or any other public body,
established by or under a Skidegate, Haida Nation, federal or provincial
enactment to establish, operate or administer a public service or to construct or
operate a public institution; or

(f) a person authorized in writing by Council or by a Land Law.

Public Access 

40.4 Any person may have access to Skidegate Lands for a valid social or business 
purposes, if: 

(a) the person does not trespass on occupied land or interfere with the rights of any
holder of an Interest or Licence;

(b) the person complies with all applicable Land Laws; and

(c) no Council Resolution has been enacted barring that person from having access
to Skidegate Lands.

Use of Roads 

40.5 Subject to this Land Code, any Land Law, Council Resolution, any person may have a 
right to use public roads within Skidegate Lands. 
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No Financial Obligations 

40.6 A right of residence on or access to Skidegate Lands does not imply or create any 
financial obligation on the part of Skidegate. 

No Liability 

40. 7 No liability is imposed upon Skidegate, in respect of any person exercising a right of
residency or access under this Land Code, for injuries or damages suffered on account 
of the condition or state of Skidegate Lands, or any other lawful or unlawful entry or stay 
on Skidegate Lands. 

41. Trespass and Offences

Trespass 

41.1 Any person who, enters onto or stays on Skidegate Lands: 

(a) without a right to reside on those Skidegate Lands;

(b) without a right of access to those Skidegate Lands;

(c) in violation of a Land Law or a duly issued order under a Land Law, a Council
Resolution or an order of a court or duly authorized enforcement official;

(d) in violation of a temporary closure or restriction on access of certain Skidegate
Lands;

is guilty of an offence and liable, on summary conviction, for the penalties provided for 
under the enforcement provisions of this Land Code or any applicable Land Law, and 
may, in addition to other remedies, be ordered evicted or removed by Council 
Resolution, enforceable by a peace officer or enforcement official designated by Council 
Resolution. 

Remedies 

41.2 Where a person is found guilty of an offence under this Land Code or any applicable 
Land Law relating to a right to reside on Skidegate Lands, a right of access to Skidegate 
Lands, or a violation of a temporary closure or restriction on access, a court may, in 
addition to any other penalty: 

(a) order that person to leave or vacate any Skidegate Lands; and

(b) order that person not to enter or stay on any Skidegate Lands.

41.3 For greater certainty, all civil remedies for trespass are preserved. 

PART XII 

DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
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42. Dispute Resolution Process

Application of Part XII 

42.1 This Part applies to: 

Final version November 2025 

(a) disputes involving a Member who claims an Interest;

(b) disputes involving a person who has a dispute with another person or with
Skidegate in relation to the possession, use or occupation of Skidegate Lands
including the right to reside on or have access to Skidegate Lands;

(c) Skidegate when disputing the possession, use or occupation of Skidegate Lands;

(d) disputes about whether or not a person is in a conflict of interest as set out in this
Land Code; and

(e) disputes in relation to interpretation of provisions in the Land Code.

42.2 This Part does not apply to disputes regarding Council decisions: 

(a) relating to housing allocations; or

(b) relating to the grant, or refusal to grant, an Interest or Licence in Skidegate
Lands.

Purpose of Part XII 

42.3 The intent of this Part is to ensure that all persons entitled to possess, reside upon, use 
or otherwise occupy Skidegate Lands: 

(a) do so harmoniously in accordance with kil 'yahda (Haida ways of being/ Haida
law), including but not limited to principles of:

(i) Yahguudang (respect);

(ii) 'Laa guu ga �anhllns (responsibility);

(iii) Giid tlljuus (balance);

(iv) Gina 'waadlu�an (everything depends on everything else or
interconnectedness);

(v) lsda ad dii gii isda (reciprocity);

(vi) TII' Yahda (make things right); and

(b) have access to Haida procedures to resolve disputes.

Haida Resolution to Disputes 

42.4 Council intends that wherever possible, a dispute in relation to Skidegate Lands or the 
interpretation of a provision in this Land Code will be resolved through informal 
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discussion by the parties to the dispute and nothing in this Part is intended to limit the 
parties' ability to resolve the dispute informally through respectful discussions. 

42.5 Council, in consultation with the Lands Committee and Members may create policies or 
Land Laws to formalize Haida processes for resolving disputes relating to Skidegate 
Lands by relying on Kil 'yahda (Haida ways of being/ Haida law). 

Resolution of disputes that originated before Land Code 

42.6 Disputes that originated before this Land Code came into force may be decided under 
this Part of the Land Code. 

Procedure to File a Dispute 

42. 7 An individual who wishes to resolve a dispute with another individual or Skidegate in
relation to the matters set forth in Subsection 42.1 may file a written notice of dispute 
setting out: 

(a) the nature of the dispute;

(b) a statement outlining the facts and supporting arguments of the dispute claim;
and

(c) the relief that is sought.

Mediation 

42.8 Parties that are unable to resolve a dispute through informal discussion may attempt to 
resolve the dispute through mediation, in accordance with the following procedure: 

(a) the parties to the dispute shall jointly select a mediator within thirty (30) days of
the dispute not being resolved by informal discussion;

(b) if the parties are unable to agree on a mediator, the parties may request the
British Columbia International Commercial Arbitration Centre to appoint a
mediator;··· 

(c) the mediator to the dispute shall set the rules and procedures for the mediation;
and

(d) subject to any ruling or agreement made with the mediator, all parties to a
dispute shall bear their own costs in any dispute resolution process they
undertake using a mediator.

Arbitration 

42.9 If the parties are unable to resolve the dispute through informal discussion or mediation, 
or the parties are not able to agree on a mediation process, the parties may attempt to 
resolve the dispute through arbitration, or one or more parties to a dispute may give 
written notice of its intention to submit the dispute to arbitration to the other party or 
parties (the "Notice") in accordance with the followin�.�[1rl F 1
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(a) the parties to the dispute shall jointly select an Arbitrator within thirty (30) days of
the parties agreeing to refer the dispute to arbitration or the date of the Notice;

(b) if the parties are unable to agree on an Arbitrator within the time set forth in
Subsection 42.9 (a) a party to the dispute may request the British Columbia
International Commercial Arbitration Centre to appoint an Arbitrator; and

(c) the Arbitrator of the dispute shall set the rules and procedures for the arbitration.
The decision of the Arbitrator shall be final and binding on the parties.

Assumption of Costs 

42.10 Subject to any ruling by an Arbitrator, all parties to a dispute shall bear their own costs in 
any dispute resolution process they undertake. 

Skidegate Not Liable for Costs 

42.11 For greater certainty, Skidegate shall not be liable or responsible for the costs of any 
dispute resolution process under this Part XII where Skidegate is not a party, nor for a 
greater share than other parties where Skidegate is a party. 

Rules and Procedures 

42.12 Council may establish Land Laws, rules, policies or procedures, make decisions, impose 
limits, or require reasonable fees or forms, as necessary to give effect to this Part. 

42.13 Council may, from time to time, review the dispute resolution processes established 
under this Land Code, for the purpose of providing dispute resolution processes that are 
fair, accessible and culturally appropriate. 

43. Enforcement

Application of Criminal Code 

PART XIII 

OTHER MATTERS 

43.1 Any person who commits an offence under this Land Code is liable on summary 
conviction to: 

(a) fines, to a maximum of five thousand dollars ($5,000) or any higher amount set
out in part XXVII of the Criminal Code of Canada;

(b) imprisonment of up to two years less a day;

(c) restitution;

(d) community service;

(e) means for achieving compliance through traditional, cultural or community
healing justice measures;
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(f) any other means for achieving compliance; or

(g) any combination of the above.

Enforcement by Land Laws 

43.2 Council may enact Land Laws to: 

(a) provide for fines of specific amounts for violations of specified provisions of a
Land Law;

(b) establish punishments in relation to environmental protection that are at least
equivalent in their effect to any standards established and punishments imposed
by laws of the Province of British Columbia; and

(c) create ticketing processes or similar enforcement mechanisms, including stop
work orders, restorative orders, or fines.

Haida Law 

43.3 Council may enact Land Laws or develop policies to ensure that all enforcement matters 
under this Land Code are addressed in accordance with Haida ways of being/Kil 'yahda 
(Haida Law) or other relevant cultural or community peace-making or justice processes. 

Liability of Individuals in Organizations 

43.4 An officer, director, employee, or agent of an organization, corporation or other entity 
which commits an offence under this Land Code or Land Laws may be convicted of that 
same offence, whether or not the organization, corporation or other entity is convicted of 
the offence. 

Appointments of Justice of the Peace 

43.5 Council may enact Land Laws respecting the appointment of justices of the peace for 
the enforcement of this Land Code and Land Laws. 

43.6 If no justice of the peace is appointed, this Land Code and any Land Laws are to be 
enforced by a court of competent jurisdiction. 

44. Liability

Prior Acts of Canada 

44.1 Skidegate is not liable for acts or omissions of Canada or any person or entity authorized 
or permitted by Canada to act in relation to Skidegate Lands that occurred before this 
Land Code came into force. 

No Waiver 
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44.2 This Land Code is not, nor shall it be interpreted as being, a waiver by Skidegate in 
regard to any liabilities, acts or omissions ofCanada. 

Liability Coverage 

44.3 Council will arrange for, maintain and pay the insurance coverage that Council considers 
appropriate to protect its officers and employees from and against personal liability 
arising from acts performed in good faith in the course of carrying out duties under this 
Land Code, to indemnify them against personal liability arising from the performance of 
those duties. 

44.4 Council will determine the extent of insurance coverage reasonably required under 
Subsection 44.3. 

45. Amendments to the Land Code

Amendments _by Council Resolution

45.1 Council may, from time to time, arrange to amend this Land Code by Council Resolution. 
Such amendments include, but are not limited to: 

(a) an amendment of the description of Skidegate Lands subject to this Land and the
Individual Agreement;

(b) a reference in this Land Code to a clause in another act or document that was
amended and resulting in clause renumbering;

( c) a reference in this Land Code to an Act or parts thereof that have expired, have
been repealed or suspended;

(d) changes in this Land Code required to address inconsistencies with the
Framework Agreement;

(e) improvements necessary to clarify the drafting of provisions or to remedy
inconsistencies in this Land Code, as may be required to bring out more clearly
the intention of-Skidegate; and- -

(f) corrections, grammatical, and typographical errors.

Amendments by Member Approval 

45.2 Member Approval and approval of Council by Council Resolution is required for any 
amendments to this Land Code other than amendments provided for in Subsection 45.1. 

Notice for Amendments 

45.3 The Lands Department must provide Members with at least forty-five (45) calendar days' 
notice of any proposed amendments made under Subsection 45.2. 

Publication of Results 

45.4 The Lands Department must Publish the results of Member Approval for any 
amendments made under Subsection 45.2, including: 
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Verifier 

(a) the number of Eligible Voters in attendance at the Lands Meeting;

(b) the Majority required for Member Approval; and

(c) whether the amendment was approved a Majority of Eligible Voters in
attendance.

45.5 A Verifier is not required in relation to Member Approval for an amendment to this Land 
Code. 

46. Commencement

Preconditions 

46.1 This Land Code shall take effect if all of the following conditions are met: 

(a) Skidegate Members approve this Land Code and the Individual Agreement
between Skidegate and Canada by a Ratification Vote; and

(b) The Land Code has been certified by the Verifier in accordance with the
Framework Agreement.

Commencement Date 

46.2 This Land Code has been approved by a Ratification Vote held on the __ day of 

_____ , 2026.

46.3 This Land Code comes into force on the first day of the month following certification of 
this Land Code by the Verifier. 
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